ACCR

Alabama Citizensfor Constitutional Reform
P.0. Box 10746, Telephone 205-540-7501, Birmingham Alabama 35202

L etter sent to the Birmingham Regional Legidlative delegation;

A Public Forum was held August 2, 2005, for the citizens of the Jefferson County Regional
Area to address what they want to seein abill that would call for a constitutional convention to
rewrite the 1901 Alabama Constitution . This Public Forum was sponsored by the Birmingham
Regional Chapter of Alabama Citizen’s for Constitutional reform (ACCR), the Birmingham
Regiona Chamber of Commerce, Region 2020, Greater Birmingham Ministries and the YWCA
and was held in the Birmingham City Council Chambers.

A distinguished panel of citizens concerned about our state, volunteered to hear the public
speak to these issues and offer suggestions on how to move forward to accomplish this reform .The
members of the Citizen’s panel were Judge Helen Shores L ee, Jefferson County Circuit Court
Judge
Mr.gTom Carruthers, Chair, Birmingham Regional Chamber of Commerce Constitutional Reform
Task Force and Partner with Bradley, Arant, Rose and White; Rev. Tom Duley, Executive Director
of Urban Ministries ,and Mr.Alan Hunter, owner, Hunter Films Inc., Founder of Sidewalk Film
Festival, developer of WorkPlay. A panel of experts on constitutional mattersincluded Professor.
Howard Walthall, Cumberland School of Law and Professor Steve Haeberle, chair of the UAB
Political Science Dept.

Citizens expressed their concerns about the 1901 Constitution and the contents of a new
constitution. The citizens' concerns were about the questionabl e history surrounding the
drafting and ratification of the 1901 Constitution; the need for special interest transparency in
campaign financing and the need for the media coverage. College students were especially
concerned by the exodus of their fellow students from Alabama after graduation and hoped a
new constitution would bring the necessary changes that would keep those graduates here.
Moreissues are in the transcript of the forum proceedings.

The attendees desired to vote on the issue of having a constitutional convention and they
understand that it isin your hands as alegislator to permit that vote. We join them in hoping that
you will support abill, if filed, in the 2006 Legidative Session that will allow the peopleto vote on
holding a constitutional convention. Members of the chapter ook forward to visiting with you and
discussing their desires regarding a convention, new constitution and the need for the people to
vote.

The full transcript of the citizens' participation is posted on our website,
www.constitutionalreform.org and we urge you to review and see their comments. For your review
we have also attached the results of arecent survey on changing the 1901 Alabama Constitution.




We invite you to join the Birmingham Regional Chapter members on January 25Min
Montgomery, when ACCR will present many thousands of petitions signed by Alabamians asking
for a chance to vote to hold a constitutional convention. We have attached a description of the
January 25Mactivities and look forward to seeing you and working with you on this important
effort. Wewish you avery Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you on January 25",

Sincerely,

Nancy Ekberg Cary Page
Co-chair, Birmingham Regiona Chapter Co-chair, Birmingham Regional
Chapter



On August 2, 2005, a Public Forum was held in Birmingham on the subject of what a
constitutional convention to write a new Alabama constitution should include.

It was sponsor ed by the Birmingham Chapter of ACCR, the Birmingham Regional Chamber
of Commer ce, Greater Birmingham Ministries, Region 2020 and the YW CA.

Moderator was. Barry Copeland, VP. Public Policy, Birmingham Regional Chamber of
Commerce.

Citizens Panel Included:

Judge Helen Shores Lee, Jefferson County Circuit Court

Mr. Tom Carruthers, Chair, Birmingham Regional Chamber of Commerce Constitutional Reform
Task Force

Rev. Tom Duley, Executive Director of Urban Ministries

Mr. Alan Hunter, owner, Hunter Films Inc., Founder of Sidewalk Film Festival, devel oper of
WorkPlay

Constitution Experts Panel Included:
Prof. Howard Walthall, Cumberland School of Law, Samford University
Dr. Steve Haeberle, Chair, Dept. of Government, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Panelists presentations are not included in thistranscript. Thistranscript includes only
audience questions or comments and panelists responses.
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PUBLI C FORUM

ON

THE PROCESS FOR A CI TI ZENS CONVENTI ON

FOR ALABANA

"PUBLI C COMVENTS"

DATE: August 2, 2005
TI MVE: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m
PLACE: Bl RM NGHAM CI TY HALL,

COUNCI L CHAMBERS

TAKEN BY: Diana B. WIllians, CSR
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MR. COPELAND: W have heard a
trenmendous anount of information in the
last few mnutes, and |'d like to thank our
panel i sts and our expert advisors that are
going to be with us through the bal ance of
the evening. | hope that you will be
confortable in giving us your opinions on
sone of what they've said or on other itens
that may not have been nentioned.

You' ve heard fromthe four
panelists first, sort of the why they each
feel there's a need to do sonethi ng about
our constitution. W got to dodging a
little deeper into the technical issues
that need to be addressed with Professors
Walthall and Haeberle. Now it is tine for
your comments. Again, |I'd ask you, if you
would, to limt your coments to two to
three minutes. And the reason is | hope
you will conme up again as you think of
other things. W want this to just be a
rapid-fire series of comments. And, again,

we will record these, and that way we can
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feed back to our |egislators what your
t houghts are on this process.

Now, two fol ks have signed up,
so we wWill begin with those. And if in the
meanti ne, you have a further comment you'd
like to make, then you can cone up.

First, let ne call on John

Northrop. John is from Homewood. And,

John, if you will, start us off, and then
we will go to Andrew Brashere of Hel ena.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | was

just going to ask if we could just take a
nonent and everybody turn off their cel
phones and all the distracting little beeps
that are in this roomso we can just focus
on what we're doing here, please.

MR COPELAND: Good conment. If
you' ve got a cell phone, how about turning
it off? The distracting beeps, however,
are going to keep us on track, so we m ght
keep those.

John Northrop, and you are from

Homewood?

AVERI CAN COURT REPORTI NG SERVI CE
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MR, NORTHROP: Yes. | guess
we' re speaking to the nmachine; right?

MR. COPELAND: Correct -- well,
we have a court reporter here

MR, NORTHROP: Ckay. Ckay.
W'l | speak to you.

My notto is, "If you can't be

coaching and conpelling, at least try to be

provocative." So, | guess, what | would
like to say, first of all, | cane tonight
with an idea in mnd that, I"'mtold by the

i nformation that has been handed out, it's
i npossible. |'mbothered by the probl em of
how do you have a level playing field? How
do you nmake sure that real people and not
just rich hirelings are actually invol ved
in witing the Constitution? And what cane
to ny mind was sone kind of an el aborate
lottery system perhaps adjudicated by the
Suprene Court in Montgomery. But the
handout says the del egates have to be

el ected by the people. So | |ike Professor

Haeberl e's coment of trying to find the
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grassroots systemthat would feed upward
into a residue, a rarified selective root
with deep grassroots, if that's possible.
That may not be possi bl e under what the
"Thou shalts" and the "Thou shalt nots"
that we have in hand here. Another
approach m ght be to have, kind of, an

i n-person voting systemso that people in a
variety of districts across the state cone
together in big gymasiuns and in person,
qualified voters hear from grassroots
candi dates who woul d nmake their pitch, and
peopl e woul d vote on the spot so that the
nmedi a, the advertising, and all of those
things wouldn't be as inportant as the

di rect personal contact.

But onto the provocative side of
things, | just -- I'mnot sure why it is
that we feel we have to follow what this
constitution presently says we have to do
to have a new constitution. Qur present
Constitution is an illegitimte docunent.

Hi storians tell us it was approved in a
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fraudul ent vote in 1901. It is not |egal
It just happens to be accepted, but it is
not legal. And | |like what Al an had to say
about no nore baby steps. Thank goodness.
Thank goodness Ceorge Washi ngton and
Jefferson Davis -- not Jefferson Davis --
Thomas Jefferson, John Adans, and all those
guys -- thank goodness they didn't ask
parlianment for pernission to have a
continental congress. The people got
together and said this is the way it's
going to be. Now, of course, | guess they
had greater courage and conviction back
then and were willing to risk nore, but I
don't think we ought to be thinking that we
have to go hat in hand to the Al abana
| egislature for legitinmcy when they are
not the product of a legitimte system

So an alternative approach down
the road, if we ever get the guts, would be
to look for sone really big sponsors and
ask for a huge amount of noney at a

citizens convention organized itself in
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this state in the way of Philadel phia in
1776, and do it. Then we can get sone
noney and sell that in an advertising
canpai gn and start over.

MR. COPELAND: John, thank you
very rmuch.

We had one ot her person sign up
in advance, and that's Andrew Brashere from
Hel ena. Andrew, thanks for being here.

MR, BRASHERE: Thank you. I'ma
coll ege student at UAB, so | thank you for
being out here, and | thank all of y'al
for being out here.

I wanted to address ny
statenments -- they may be a little bit
of f-topic, per se, fromthe constitutiona
convention, but on that note, | would Iike
18-year-olds to be allowed to run. And
some of you may think 18-year-olds are too
young. |'ve been passionate about this
ever since | was 14 years old, going to
different things, just |ike student

governnment and youth | egislature, proposing
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for a new constitution. And | know that a
| ot of young people are with ne on this.

| feel that npbst students in

Al abama -- if | hear one conplaint nore
than anything, my generation says, "I can't
wait to |l eave Alabama."” And |I'm not one of

those people. But one of the reasons why
is because we are a | ost cause to sone
extent with this Constitution. W have to
start over again. And the only way we can
begin to have the opportunities and get
exposure to start over is with a new
constitution so the students will no | onger
say, | can't wait to | eave Al abanm, but
will say, | can't wait to get involved in
you know, teaching in Alabama; | can't wait
to be a businessman, a | awer, to be, you
know, a farmer. \Whatever it is that your
dreamis, | can't wait to do that, and live
in nmy hone state and give back to it.
|"mpartial because | love this
state. | feel like there are a |l ot of good

people here, and | can't give up onit. So
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that's why |I'm here before you today saying
that we need to do somnething about our
Constitution.

| feel that publicity is a big
thing. Like, for exanmple, | didn't know
about this until | got an e-mail fromthe
doctor over here, and | feel that this room
should be filled out. It should be a
standi ng-room crowd. Because | know --
|'ve seen the polls -- the majority of
Al abam ans woul d |i ke a new constitution,
and we've got to get the word out so that
our legislature will start hearing this.
And not only that, but the average citizen
that believes in constitutional reform
needs to start getting on the phone and
start telling the representatives, hey,
this is what | want; | put you into office,
and | can take you out. And I'mjust an
exception to the rule. The mgjority of our
citizens and students are not that active.
So | feel like we have to bring it to the

forefront. So I thank you for this, but
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ask that you do that.

CGetting back to the issue at
hand, though, |I feel that we shoul d make
this an issue of the governors. One of the
| eaders up here said we need to nake it
known to the governors, you know, put the
| eadership in there, and let them Kkind of,
host the event, per se, so we have sone
good backbone. | feel that the 2006
gubernatorial election is going to be a
great tine to bring that issue up and nake
it where it's a do-or-die tine. You are
going to have to address this issue if you
want to try to be governor in the state of
Al abama. Are you for us or against us?
And that's the way we should look at it. |
feel that nonpartisan el ections as
del egates is the best thing for us. W
don't need politics. W need principles to
be placed in this Constitution. GCeorge
Washi ngt on and John Adans were not
bi ckering over, you know,

federalisnfanti -federalism and Thomas
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Jefferson and a whol e bunch weren't
debating over the principles and politics
of this, that, or the other. They were
reunited for a cause. W want
representative governnent. That's how we
should be. | don't care who you are. W
need to all unite together, and go for this
conmon goal. Not only that, but | also
feel as though snall donations of a hundred
dollars or two hundred dollars, whatever is
the guideline, should be the key. W don't
want special interest taking over. That's
what | hear fromny fellow friends and
students who are against nme in
constitutional reform They are, |ike,
well, we can't trust the legislature. W
can't trust, you know, special interest,
etc. W have to go out to the people of
this good state, the average bl ue-collar
wor ker and | et them know we're trying to
protect your interest. W're not trying to
twi st special interest into a new

constitution. And by doing so, by limting
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corporations and from powering in noney, we

can nake sure this is going to be truly a

citizens convention, much Iike Phil adel phia

in 1776.

Finally, |1 would just like to
say that the best thing that we can do is
to keep intact to the best of our ability
the Preanble, the Declaration of Rights.
know that we can't put that in legislation
saying this will stay the sane. But for
those who do becone del egates, who may be
many of us in this room and hopefully ne
one of these days, if we keep the preanble
wi th, you know, the God being put in there
and keep the Declaration of Rights, we'll
secure the vast majority of Al abami ans,
because that's their biggest concern. And
| believe that we can do that. And we've
got to get the word out. And | thank
you-al | .

MR, COPELAND: Wbw. Suddenly |
feel better about the future. | would

direct your attention to one handout that
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you m ght want to keep with you and | ook at
tonight. Perhaps it will stinmulate a
question. W have a sunmary here of two

pi eces of legi slation. The one that was
nost recent was the 2005 bill that was
sponsored by Senator Ted Little of Auburn.
That's Senate Bill 198. And it's about a
page and a half. And then there was a bil
back in 2002. It was actually a house
joint resolution, | believe, HIR 152. You
can kind of see, through |ooking at the
bullets of those two, how the issue matured
over the past two or three years. |If you
have thoughts on any of those things, we
certainly would like to take them No one
el se has signed up to speak, but surely
there nust be other thoughts.

Yes, sir, if you would cone
forward and give us your nane and where you
live, we would appreciate it.

MR, KELLER My nane is Bil
Keller. | live here in the Birm ngham

area, and I'ma former manager of the
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Al abarma Press Associ ation, association of
state; its daily/weekly newspapers. And
teach some journalismclasses down in
Tuscal oosa now. And I'malso involved in
an organi zati on known as the Al abama Center
for Open Government. | can't claimto
speak for all newspapers, because by their
nature, editors and publishers of our
newspapers have a w de variety of news on
those subjects. Newspapers rarely work
toget her on anything other than open

gover nnment .

However, |eadi ng newspapers here
in Al abama over the years have given a | ot
of attention to many of our problens from
prison reform constitutional reform tax
reform environnmental issues, and you wll
continue to see that. You wll renenber
that the late Bail ey Thonson, a former
editorial page editor in the Mbile
Regi ster and teacher in Tuscal oosa | aunched
this fight to change the Constitution. And

the late Ron Casey, editorial page editor
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of the Birm ngham News won a Pulitzer Prize
for his efforts to change our

constitutional -- our tax systemto make it
fair, anong other things.

I have a few points to nmake
related to this, though. | urge that al
processes and procedures related to this
constitutional reform should be open to the
public, to the press, to gain their trust,
to be transparent, and including canpaign
finances that you've already tal ked about.
We shoul d know, too, that newspapers, as a
rule, will give this nuch nore coverage
than television. Notice there are no
tel evision caneras here tonight | don't
think; are there? To get television
coverage -- and | don't speak for
television -- but you've got to have
sonet hi ng vi sual, sonething |ocal, and
somet hi ng visceral that they can fee
you've got. You've got to come up with
sonmet hi ng | ocal that people can understand.

Just to say we need the ability to make our
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own rules locally doesn't grab anybody.

You' ve got to show them where sonet hing has
failed in their comunity, why they are not
getting sonething that some county in
Georgia got or Mssissippi or Florida or
Tennessee that they don't have because of
this constitution. And you also need to
expect that not all newspapers will
uniformy endorse all of this effort. It's
just their nature. Just like they al

didn't endorse Amendnment |, believe it or
not .

Agai n, newspapers don't speak
for one voice in the state. Again, | urge
you to cone up with sone | ocal perspective
that people can understand at the |oca
level. | urge you to keep -- also to
remenber that -- keep your |oca
| egi sl atures up-to-date on this process.
And if you can have sonmebody fromtheir
district to tell them that's all the
better, because you don't want to hear

| egi sl atures say agai n, nobody from ny
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district is telling ne anything or that
they are interested in this process at all
because that is not true. Thank you.

MR. COPELAND: Thank you.

Are there other comments from
anyone in the audience? Yes, sir, if you
woul d, come up and tell us your nanme and if
you know what |egislative district or where
you are from that would be great.

MR TUBBS: M nane is Charles
Tubbs. I'mretired. | live in Hoover
M. Waggoner is ny senator and M. WIIlianms
is ny representative. |1'mnot sure of the
numbers.

One of the main concerns | have
inthis is a special-interest group
specifically, the |l egislature of Al abama.
And it seens to nme that history tells us
that any power they give up will be very
reluctantly, and they will have to be
forced into this situation. For this
reason, | believe that when we el ect these

del egates of the people, we need to excl ude
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current office holders. W do need
expertise fromall |evels of governnent in
this, but we need to find another way to
apportion themso that they will not be
overwhelmng the will of the people. 1In
t he past several years, they have gone down
there, and nobody is satisfied with what
they do. Yet very few of them get
opposition, and we keep sending the sane
ones back again year after year. And if we
trust themto wite the Constitution, we
will get the sane poor performance out of
that that we get out of the |egislature
every year. Thank you.

MR, COPELAND: Thank you.

| just realized | think we're
m ssing not recogni zi ng someone who's in
the audi ence tonight. She is serving as
co-chair of the Al abama Citizens for
Constitutional Reform|ong before our U S.
Congressnman Jack Edwards of Mobile; Lenora
Pate is with us tonight. And, Lenora,

thank you for being here.
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W' ve heard sone interesting
t houghts so far: The fact that the current
constitution is not a | egal document; how
about grassroots on the site building; to
keep the nedia at bay; and adverti sing;
let's just seek sponsors and go get us a
convention; Andrew from Helena told us a
| ot of things about his thought on having
peopl e involved and to keep intact our
preanbl e and Decl aration of Rights; Bil
Kel l er fromthe Birm ngham area here spoke
out about the inportance of the press and
openness in the process; and, then -- was
it M. Tugs? Did | hear that correctly?
Did | hear that correctly? kay.

MR TUBBS: It has two "b"s.

MR, COPELAND: Tubbs. 1'm
sorry -- had concerns about current office
hol ders possi bly bei ng excl uded. Any ot her
comments at this point?

(No response.)

MR, COPELAND: In the absence of

comments, |I'mgoing to ask our panelists to
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conment on the conments. | think I said
that correctly. But | don't want to
exclude you. You've been patient, and
you've listened, and we are interested in
what you have to say. W' re defining
awkwar d sil ence as sonething |onger than
four or five minutes, and what else?

MS. Ekberg: | have a question.
I*'m Nancy Ekberg from Vestavi a.

MR, COPELAND: Wiy don't you
cone up to the microphone so we can hear
you. | wonder who will keep time on the
tinme keeper.

MS. EKBERG. |'m Nancy Ekberg,
and I'mfrom Vestavia. And ny question is:
When we have a new constitution -- and |
shoul d probably direct this to Professor
Walthall -- what happens to all the
amendnments that have al ready been passed?
Are they grandfathered, and do they stay
intact, or do hopefully, the counties, then,
have to repass all of those laws? What is

the status of the existing amendnments and
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the existing Constitution?

MR. COPELAND: Nancy, thanks.

Prof essor, would you m nd taking
a shot at that?

PROFESSOR WALTHALL: That's a
very good question. The convention could
ei ther propose to keep those anmendnents, or
it could rewite the powers of |oca
government in a nore generic fashion so
that it would -- those would then cover the
territory covered presently by the sum
three or four hundred | ocal anmendments. |
think there would definitely have to be a
savings clause in the Constitution so that
if a county or nunicipality had, pursuant
to a specific anmendnent, Amendnent 439 or
what ever, issued bonds and | evied taxes to
support those bonds, that there would be --
that authorizati on woul d not be
invalidated. But | think -- 1 think it is
a technical matter, that kind of transition
froma | arge nunber of |ocal amendnments to

nore generic |anguage coul d be done.
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MR. COPELAND: Who el se has
t houghts, coments, or questions? Yes,
sir?

MR, FORSEE: M/ nane is Tom
Forsee. | live in Honmewood. | would just
like to give a real plug to Steve
Haeberle's idea. | think this is an
incredible idea to maybe rei ndoctrinate the
peopl e of Al abama how denocracy really
works. | think denocracy in many ways has
been lost in the various processes we have
here. And just to take an exanple, the tax
reformissue that went before the voters a
year and a half ago, | think a | ot of
peopl e that | ooked at this thought it was
pretty good | egislation, but the people of
Al abama didn't trust it. And I think they
didn't trust it because they weren't
involved init. So | think you have to
find a way to get the people of Al abama
involved. | think the conment that we need
grassroots efforts -- we need local effort.

| would | ove to hear what sonme of the other
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peopl e on the panel mght comment on this
particular idea, because | think it really
deserves sone close attention. Thank you.

MR, COPELAND: Thank you, Tom

Thoughts from the panel on that
or fromeither --

PROFESSOR WALTHALL: | will
coment on that.

MR, COPELAND: Sure.

PROFESSOR WALTHALL: First of
all, when Steve and | were tal king and he
first mentioned this to me, | was |ike, oh,
I wish I would have thought of that. |
think the idea of somehow driving the
del egate selection down into smaller, nore
denocratic units has an awful |ot of
appeal. | will be the skunk at the garden
party and tell you sone difficulties. One
is that we now -- the del egate sel ection
process woul d al nbst certainly have to be
carried out pursuant to the federal
constitution's requirenments of proportional

representation, one person/one vote, so
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that if the districts are not drawn in a
way in which they represent one person/one
vote, it would take sone structuring and
some restructuring to get to the point
where you have precincts that were
affiliated or work together in order to
have proportional representation --

DR. HAEBERLE: O weighted
voting schene.

PROFESSCR WALTHALL: -- or sone
wei ghted voting schene. And, you know, if
you get into weighted voting schene, |
think, you know -- | think that, in and of
itself, is something that people don't
enbrace readily.

The second thing, besides the
proportionate representation requirements
of the Constitution, you would al so have to
deal with -- we are here on the anniversary
of the voter process, | think. And you
woul d have to conply with the preapproval
prescreeni ng requirenents of the justice

departnment. This would have to be
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submtted for preapproval, | think, to do
t hi s.

One reason, in 2002, we did the
off-the-shelf, let's just use the 105 state
| egi sl ati ve house of representative
districts, is that those districts had just
then been approved, and so there would not
be the necessity of junping through that
hoop, or if you didn't junp through that
hoop, you know, facing a challenge from
sonmeone in the Court systemas to the
structure of the election. So it would
take sonme work to come up with that. And
even to go further and to have sonethi ng
i ke precinct caucuses would take a | ot
nore work in order to bring it within the
requi rements of federal constitutional and
voter right's |aws.

MR. COPELAND: Yes, sir?

MR. FULLER M. Mderator and
this panel of ny brothers and sisters, |I'm
Bill Fuller. [I'mfrom LaFayette, Al abama,

and to give you just a sense of the
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spiritual burden that | bring to this

podi um LaFayette, Al abama was the hone of
the secretary of the 1901 Convention
Thormas "Cotton Tont Heflin. So what a
terrible burden | bear from LaFayette into
this forum | live in Birm ngham now. |
practice law in the area of environnenta
law, but | have the extraordi nary
experience of witnessing, in 18 years in
the Al abama house and al nost four years as
Al abama' s Commi ssi oner of hunan resource,
the extraordinary array of injustice that
is inflicted on the people of this state
every day solely resulting fromthe present
Constitution. The affect on the ordinary
lives of the working famlies of this
state, the crippling effect on the young
m nds of the children of this state, the
inability of poor people in this state to
lift thenselves into any sort of meani ngful
econom ¢ opportunity is sinply shackl ed,
shackl ed, by the present Constitution

Because | have experienced so
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much of the political process in this
state, | will sinply share with you briefly
tonight two strategies that | believe are
absolutely vital to the work of the
constitutional convention effort in this
state. The first of those strategies is to
build on what ny brother, Bill Keller

rai sed to you, which is to nake the
canpaign for the constitutional convention
cone alive, to make the true stories, the
case exanples, the blood-and-guts, life and
death stories not only local as Bill said,
but al so deeply neani ngful through our
churches, through our social service

organi zations, through our courts, through
our children's organizations, through our
advocacy for the elderly organizations. W
shoul d be able to conpil e thousands,
thousands -- Judge Shores gave exanpl es of
our men and wonen and children's |ives who
are touched every day by the disgraceful
constitution that we have at this point.

This constitution does contain
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life-and-death issues. And our ability to
convey the life-and-death questions
contained in the Constitution to our people
is the only way, and, | suggest, the
gateway to a reawakening in this state,

al most a spiritual reawakening in this
state, of the human urgency, the human
urgency of a fresh Al abama constitution.
W nmust tell the stories in ways that are
conmpel ling and in ways that are convincing
to the deci sion-makers.

And to the second strategy, |
woul d sinply say to you there is only one
way that really works in convicting the
deci si on-nmakers, and | don't nmean grand
juries in trials. Every nenber of the
| egislature finds hinmself or herself either
not in this roomtonight or any of these
public foruns -- in fact, they are --
believe thensel ves to be confortably
removed fromthis discussion. Mst of the
nmenbers of the Al abanma house and senate

toni ght, God bless themall, ny brothers
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and sisters and friends of ours, we know
themall, but all of themtonight believe
that this effort will never reach them
They believe that it will be caught up
sonehow in a too diffused grassroots
nmovenent, that it will be viewed as an
academ c di scussion, perhaps an idealistic
di scussi on, and perhaps a faith-based

di scussion, hopefully, but it will never
reach them They know t hat they possess --
both the current menbers of the house and
senate and those who are planning to run
for election or reelection and the new

| egi sl ature next year know that they will
have within their veil of power these
enor nmous questions that Walthall and the
prof essor outlined and that they hold the
originating legislation. They hold the
ability to craft that |egislation through
the lens of the special-interest septic
tank in Montgonmery. They know that they
wi Il have nmany points at which they can

effect the selection of the del egates.
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Many of them know to the "T" the boundaries
of their legislative districts. And that's
a good thing. Because | suggest to all of
us here tonight and all across this state,
and as Lenora and |'ve discussed, we're
going to talk about it all across this
state in the next few nonths, a magnificent
opportunity that we have in the 2006

| egislative elections to bring into focus
the urgency of a constitutional convention.
Let nme namke the radi cal suggestion here in
Bi rmi ngham tonight and that this fan out to
all of our local chapters that in 140

| egislative districts, 105 house districts,
35 state senate districts, that we nust
begin today recruiting single-issue

candi dates for the house districts and the
senate districts all across this state if
we are for real -- as our teenage children
say, "Are you for real?" W nust put forth
| egi sl ative candi dates, not leave it to the
statewi de candi dates, but in these house

and senate districts, challenge every
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si ngl e i ncunbent nenber of |egislature on
the issue of their commitment and their
conviction to nake the constitutiona
convention. There has never been in the
history of this state a stronger
opportunity to force the issue. |t cannot
go slowy. W nust, CGod-wlling, raise
ourselves up to be bold in 2006. Children
and their children and the generations to
come depend on, not |egislation, but on the
nen and wonen and the young people in this
room and the 2006 |egislative el ections
are our best opportunity. You will terrify
nmenbers of the house and senate by
recruiting 140 people who are willing
toonly -- the qualifying fee is $1,400 to
run for the legislature. If we have -- we
have 140 candi dates for the legislature
conmtted to forcing a discussion and a
vote on a constitutional convention, then
we will have set the grassroots of this
state on fire, and that blaze will shine

for generations to cone.

AVERI CAN COURT REPORTI NG SERVI CE
(205) 320- 1050



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

32

What a great opportunity to be
with all of you tonight. Father Johnson
left us in his -- some of his closing
remarks, this, that | would share with you.
"CGod's friends are called to be citizens of
a Heavenly city to transcend earthly
political boundaries and to beconme agents
of transformation in history." This
nmovenment is one of transformation. Thank
you very much.

MR, COPELAND: Ww. Thanks.

Bill, we appreciate you being here tonight
as well. Wat other comments m ght we
have?

(No response.)

MR. COPELAND: While you're
thinking on that, 1'Il ask any of our
panelists if what you've heard over the
| ast seven speakers has stinulated any
t hought, and -- Tom do we have one? |[|'m
sorry. Hold that, and I will come right
back.

Yes, na' am
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MS. LIKIS: |I'mBetty Likis. |
live in Honewood. | would like to nake two
points. W all know that this is a very
religious state. Everybody is
affiliated -- al nbst everybody is
affiliated with sone faith group. | think
we ought to use that however we can. W
have people that are opposed to a new
constitution, and they say they are basing
it on religious reasons. They say a new
constitution woul d sonmehow be evil. |
never have quite understood what they are
saying, but they are trying to scare people
into thinking that it's going to be evi
and bring about sone imoral, evil things.

I think we who don't believe that need to
make a point with as nmany people as we can
and at as nmany places as we can that it is
imoral to keep this constitution that we
have, and that we can bring about the
justice that we need to bring about that
has been spoken about already so el oquently

with a new constitution. And | think
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then, each one of us -- everybody in this
room who feels conpelled to do this, and
hope all do, each one of us should go hone
and call our current |egislator maybe once
and maybe many tines, whatever it takes. |
know we talk about it an awful |ot, but
sonetimes we don't actually nake that phone
call. W need to go and contact every one
of our legislators that are represented in
this room-- by people in this room |
didn't quite say that right. Each one of
us needs to contact our representatives,
our senators, and |let them know how we fee
as we've been told and rem nd them They
aren't going to be nmoved to do anyt hi ng,
and they won't have to do anything unless
we show themthat we really mean this and
that we really want sonmething to happen.
know t here's a wonderful canpaign on
getting signatures, but that's only -- that
may not convince themeither. W've got to
show them that their constituents want

this. Thank you.
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MR, COPELAND: Thank you,
Ms. Likis.

Reverend Duley, | had just a
thought. You have so much experience wth
agenci es that represent |ow incone
Al abani ans, and there has been a suggestion
made that perhaps |limting the amount of
contributions to soneone who would run for
a del egate's position would be a good idea
that was nmade earlier. | just wonder, do
you see that in any particular light?

Wul d that di sadvantage a | owi ncone person
who chose to run if they could not rely on
substantial contributions, or would fol ks
i ke Al abama arise and endorse that
concept ?

REVEREND DULEY: Well, | can't
speak for Al abama -- excuse ne, arise
obviously. But | think that the problem
woul d not be di scouragi ng | owinconme people
frombeing a part of it or running or being
involved in the process if the fees were

kept |low or the contributions were kept
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low. | think that -- ny experience tells
me that |ow i nconme people in Al abama are so
beaten down that they don't even know this
is happening. And that is one of the big
hurdles that | think those of us who are
encour agi ng constitutional reform have to
face; and that is, one of the results, |

t hink, of the disenfranchisenent, even
though it's gone away because of the
federal creed and the voting rights acts
and so forth. | think psychol ogically and
spiritually it is still very deeply in
place in Alabana. So | think there's a
prior question to the one you asked; and
that is, how do we get |ow income people
who are very obviously negatively affected
by the current constitution involved in
trying to work for a constitution that
woul d be nore positive and nore fair toward
then? And | don't know that | have the
answer to that. But | do believe that part
of the answer is what Professor Haeberle

has said, and that is, to get it as close
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to the local level as we possibly can. |
t hi nk peopl e trust people that they know
and people that they can interact with; and
by that | nean on a personal basis, a
personal level. So I think we need to get
as close to the grassroots |level as we
possi bly can.

MR. COPELAND: Thank you. And,
Allan, | was thinking of the sane thing in
terms of young professionals and young
people in our comunity and around the
state. Wuld it be a barrier necessary to
a young person not to be able to accept
contributions of a certain |evel or above?

MR, HUNTER. Well, | think the
grassroots part of this whole thing is
really what's com ng through. The
rel evancy to everybody and how it affects
themin their lives is really a point that,
| think, really is the biggest point for
ne. And how do we nmeke everybody
understand how this affects then? The poor

folks that weren't intelligent enough to
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know that their TV comrercial they were
seei ng | obbyi ng agai nst Anendment | or
what ever we were doing two years ago was
not -- you know, was not going to benefit
themto vote that dowmn. So from ny
perspective, obviously, it's a nmedia
canpai gn. When Jonat han spoke about
getting the nessage out in the right way,
you' ve got to nmake it relevant to people --
I"'mtotally not really for calling -- and
by the way, | do call the legislator. |
called themrecently about an anmendnent
that was going to hurt the filmindustry in
the state, and | think that's a very good
econom ¢ devi ce for change around here.
But I'mnot sure that calling ny |egislator
is the way to go here. | believe it really
is the people that are going to bring this
thing closer to fruition. And | believe
the grassroots effort is really the only
way.

| really feel like -- I'm

| ooking for a ray of hope right now. |'m
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the kind of guy who sits in a roomfull of
people all of the tine discussing ideas,
and somewhere someone's going to have to
say, that's the best idea right there. |
feel like it's the space shuttle, and we've
got a problem and there's a |eak
somewhere, and somewhere the knuckl e heads
are going to have to sit in a room and we
call thembrilliant scientists, and they
are going to have to figure out how to do
t hi s.

I"mprobably a little bit
confused. Maybe | speak for some other
fol ks about, you know, are we being nired
in a pre-lrag governnent situation? |Is
this Pakistan? Are we ever really going to
form oursel ves enough? O are we just
going to argue about the issue? | know
that's on everybody's mnd. And tonight
we're pretending as if we are noving
forward, and it's really just the howto
part of it. But I'mtrying -- like the

rest of us, the howto part and who is
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really going to tell us what the best way
togois. | have this vision that there is
one -- there are one or two best ways to
go, and all we've got to do is say, | like
that one, and then let's go. I'm
personally willing to lead the charge with
a big grassroots canpaign and be a part of
whatever nedia | can help with, as long as
I know which is the best way to go. | sure
as hell believe it's with the people and
not with the people that have been in power
up until now. And the young people -- for
Heaven's sake, the young man that came up
here, | was crying. That is the problem
right there. Young people feel like there
is no hope at all. And I'm personally
trying to find the fine balance between the
ri ght amount of -- that lets me nove
forward to get sonething done, because |
don't know better. | feel like it's a
Jimy Stewart novie of sone sort. And the
bal ance of knowl edge that |'ve got to work

the halls of power correctly and with sone
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intelligence so | don't get screwed over
and that we don't, you know, get trotted

over by the good ol e boys who say to you

constantly in this state -- not to nme --
haven't been beaten down. |'mnot jaded
yet -- but whether or not you are not going

to do able to do that. You knowit's not
going to happen. And you're going to have
to do it this way and that way. | nean,
it's a cliché. W've got to get over that
cliché. So | don't know [I'mstil
I i stening.

HONORABLE HELEN SHORES LEE:
We've heard a | ot about the grassroots
canpai gn and getting folks at that |evel
i nvol ved. But the question is: How do we
get themto want to becone involved? Do
they understand the inpact it has on them
or what part they can play in perhaps
bri ngi ng about a change? And | see an
educational process. First, we're going to
have to get out and educate the people as

to the inportance. And how do we do that,
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you know, by exanple? | nean, we hear a
| ot about constitutional reform To a |ot
of folks, it's just a word that's being
tossed about out there. But how do we get
at these people? As | |ook over the room
toni ght and see everyone sitting around, |
agree with the young man; this room should
have been filled. And are we, kind of,
preaching to the choir to those that are
out there and have some understandi ng of
what this novenent is all about? But if we
truly want to involve the people in a
process that's going to inmpact changes that
will influence their quality of life -- |
thi nk we have an opportunity to get out
there and find sone mechani sm by which we
can talk and educate them on the inportance
of their invol venment.

MR. COPELAND: Tom Carrut hers,
do you have a conment ?

MR, CARRUTHERS: | want to
pursue with Joe Fuller the idea about the

peopl e who was the single issue, because
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generally single issue is just a terrible
thing. Here you are saying we'll do it in
order to commit the other candi dates or
what? And then | want to ask you suppose
that Judge Lee and | were both fromthe
sane districts and both of us come to you,
sonebody, and say, okay, we'll be single
issue. Are we going to run agai nst each
ot her or what?

MR, FULLER: Tom Carruthers, |'m
honored that you would ask ne to cone back
so | can deal with the appellate courts now
and respond to a profound question. Al of
the views are profound. M suggestion that
the true constitutional reformas all over
the state and truest of those who want a
convention purist -- challenge the 140
current legislative districts on the issue
of commitnent to constitutional reform and
the commtrment to holding a constitutiona
convention. M experience has been, as
many others in this roomin |egislative

races, that vital statew de issues too
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often will get lost in local issues. And
the blur of statew de races, particularly
in the media, on television, and in
advertising, obscures the really critical
issues. And | forget whether it was Barry
or who tonight tal ked about the concept of
the laser beam -- all |'m suggesting about
t he single-issue candi dacy of the
legislators is that we | aser beam and
spotlight those menbers of the senate and
the house forcing everyone of themto nake
it very clear what their comitnent is to
this constitution effort. Sonme of them
God willing, will be defeated by our

candi dates. Many will not be.

MR. CARRUTHERS: But how are you
goi ng to suggest the things that Judge Lee
or someone el se --

MR, FULLER: ['monly
suggesting -- no, sir. I'monly suggesting
either in the primary and/or in the genera
elections in these legislative districts

that there be a challenger on the
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Constitution issue. |I'mnot trying to
chose between candidates. It's the only
way to highlight this very inportant issue
and otherwise -- it's a very radical idea.
But |1'm suggesting to you -- and you know
many nenbers and many people here do --
that nost nmenbers are counting on this

i ssue bei ng swept aside by other matters.
And the nost direct attack we can make on
that is for constitutional reformsts to
regi ster and run as candidates for the

| egislature in each senate and house
district forcing the issue to the top of
the di scussi on.

MR COPELAND: W have anot her
gentl eman who would like to speak here, and
then we can cone back and visit that nore
if we'd like too. But let's take as nuch
public comrent as we can in the tine
r emai ni ng.

MR, W SAVANT: My nane is
Harri son W savant (phonetic) from d ay,

Alabama. ['mjust a pipe fitter. And I
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waited for that lady to come up here and
speak -- and darn if you didn't get back up
here -- so | wouldn't have to follow you.
I found out about this neeting just from --

| read the editorial page in Sunday's

paper. And | won't go into how nuch | |ove
this state. | would be preaching to the
choir. But | did have a question -- sone

gquestions crossed nmy mind as | was reading
the editorial and thinking about a
convention. The cost of the convention --
has anybody estinmated the cost of such a
convention and how we would pay for it?
And that's all of ny questions. Thank you.

MR, COPELAND: That was great.
Do we have any thoughts on that fromthe
panel here? And | see a hand over here who
m ght know an answer if the panelists
don't. \What about the cost of the
convention, Lenora?

MS. PATE: It's really a
function of what we end up having in the

enabling legislation. For exanple, if we
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decide there are going to be 105 del egates,
then those del egates would ordinarily
recei ve sone type of conpensation for the
period of tine that they would be in
session. Just like some of the bills that
you have seen before you that are

circul ated here have | ooked at issues |ike
conpensating themfor a certain nunber of
days, perhaps 60 days out of perhaps

120 days that they could literally be in
session, but maybe they woul d be
conpensated on the sane rates that

| egi slators are conpensated. That woul d

al so be a function of if you are going to
have paid staff or not-paid staff. So when
you | ook at, for example, what sone of the
speci al sessions may cost, sonetimes the
speci al session of a legislature costs
several hundred thousand dollars. But if
you were to extend that and use the sane
number over a longer period of time, it
could run into a couple of mllion dollars,

dependi ng on how |l ong the constitutiona
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convention lasts. And so with that said, |
m ght just take a nonent to say that while
I amvery intrigued by the coments that |
have heard toni ght about how to sel ect

del egates, to notivate grassroots, | am
concerned about the conplexity of new and
novel systens, although | think they are
worth consi dering, because what we have
learned is that the people do want us to be
real straightforward and real sinple in
what they can expect in a convention. And
if there is a way for us to take either the
districts that have al ready been

precl eared, 105 of them if you will, and
have one or two del egates from each of
those, perhaps one of the bills had a nmale
and female fromeach one, and to build in
some of the safeguards that we're talking
about so that we could begin to zero in
froma unity standpoint on structure, and
that our energies could beconme focused on
nobi lizing the grassroots as you're tal king

about .
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I would like to say that ACCR
statewi de has chapters now in all of the
four corners of the state. And in many, if
not all, of the institutions of higher
educati on, we have student chapters, just
like the young man that you heard speak
earlier. There is an incredible
petition-drive underway where individua
menbers are going around with their
petitions in their bags, standing in
restaurants |ike George Sarris' Fish
Mar ket, and getting people to sign as they
go in at lunch or standing at polls. In
north Al abama just |ast week at a | oca
el ection where there are about 7 to 10, 000
peopl e who voted in that el ection, over
hal f of the individuals who went to the
polls signed a petition asking for the
vote. That is the process we are doing.
We are al so asking corporations -- every
one of you who have connections with
not-for-profit corporations to go back and

ask those organi zations to pass a
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resolution. W're also calling on the

| egislature to allow us to vote on this
gquestion. And the goal is to do that
massi ve grassroots rollout in the early
part of the 2006 general session in January
with masses of individuals coming fromthe
four corners of the state on Dexter Avenue
in Montgonery on the capital steps to

physi cally hand over the handwitten
petitions and the corporate resol ution and
to have the individuals line up so that
that nmonentum begi ns that process. And it
will be in that 2006 | egislative session
that we hope these issues that we are
taki ng public coments on tonight wll
begin to be debated and forced into an
enabling legislation that we hope will

pass. There was one that passed the senate
committee last spring but did not go any
further. |If it does not pass the 2006
general session, then it is our hope that
during that primary election that every one

of those individual |egislators who kept us
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fromhaving the right to vote will be
singled out and targeted, and there will be
a single issue that confronts them wherever
they go, whether it's a single-issue
candi date or a single issue on
constitutional reform And not only in the
| egislative races but also in the statew de
races as well, because it is clear that we
need the | eadership

But these issues tonight that
we' ve focused on, whether or not we allow
public officials to run or not; whether or
not we conpensate; whether or not we limt
campai gn restrictions; many of the thoughts
that have already come out in sonme of the
public foruns have been to linmt it to a
peopl e' s del egati on and not have public
officials run; to allow public officials to
serve in sonme type of advisory capacity, if
needed, to provide that type of |eadership
that you're talking about; and to have
per haps noney for appointed experts so that

there could be those neutral but conpetent
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But thank you very nuch for al
that you are doi ng tonight.

MR. COPELAND: Thank you,
Lenora. And for the record, that's Lenora
Pat e.

W have | ess than ten mnutes
remai ning, and there is a city function
that's scheduled in this roomimedi ately
following. So if you have other thoughts,
let's hit themas quickly as we can. Let
go with this gentleman first, and then we
will come right back over here as quickly
as possi bl e.

MR, DOUGLAS: M nane is Scott
Douglas, and | will be virtually brief. |
live in Huf fman, a nei ghborhood in
Bi rm ngham Just sonmething | haven't said
before that the nonomeric nature of our
constitution is because of the fact it
requires the very body that it gives this
apportion of power be the body that has to

relinquish that power to the people. The
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guys next-door, one, may not have been very
generous or very loving, but they were
slick. They figured it out. Secondly, the
barrier we face is Alabama is a state
that's high in fear, lowin trust, and
steeped in a way for alienation. That's a
big barrier. That's why | agree with Tom
Dul ey, the conversations in Al abana have to
begin at the very local |evel, even at the
famly-table level. And how we translate
that into the lives of the people is our
work. That's our work. We need to do that
translation. It would not happen
aut omatical ly.

And, finally, | want to say that
this roomshould be filled. This room and
roons |ike Boutwell will be filled with

neetings beginning like this. Thank you

very rmuch.

MR, COPELAND: Thank you.

MR, BROMN:. M/ nane is Steve
Brown, and | live in Avondale. And hitting

on sonething Alan said earlier, right now
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this room does not reflect the diversity of
our community; and, in fact, the folks on
the podium with all due respect, do not
reflect the diversity of the conmunity.

And | think we have to do a better job
selling. The newspapers are the only nedia
outlets that seemto be picking this up.
And there's going to be a picture tonight
that shows basically a bunch of white

gentl emen up at the podi um here, which
think is going to further disenfranchise
sonme of the have-nots of this state. The
other thing I would like to say is | think
that we need to get a grassroots nedia
canpaign started. | don't know if ACCR has
a pac, an active |obbying arm Perhaps

Al an Hunter can use sonme of his film making
skills to produce short commrercials on
behal f of ACCR which illustrate smal
stories fromthe comunity at large in

Al abanma, how this suppressive docunment has
hel d peopl e down, whether it's done through

interviews or clever little niches and that
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in comercials and start to build a
grassroots involving the churches that way.
There's going to have to be a lot nore
nmoney brought in by the people who are
conmitted to this and getting a ot nore
medi a exposure before we get nore diverse
and fill the roomto push this process
forward. Wth this kind of turnout here,
we're really not making the kind of headway
we need to be maki ng headway on. W need
to start really beconming a political entity
to counteract the political entities that
we're going to be going against. W have
to be organi zed and have to go to war

agai nst these people. W have to use
canpai gn finance laws creatively, just |ike
they do. Thank you.

MR, COPELAND: Steve, thank you
very much. Just to the point of Steve's
guestion, does ACCR have a pac?

MS. PATE: No.

MR, CCPELAND: Does not. Ckay.

O her comrent s?
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MR. HUNTER: |'ve got a
question. Ch, |I'msorry.

MR. COPELAND: Hang on. Just
let us get this one. | believe this is
Andrew, correct?

MR. BRASHERE: That's correct.

I wanted to let the record show
that my representatives are John French of
Monteval l o and Cam Ward of Al abaster, so |
hope they're reading the stuff when they
receive it. And desperate tines call for
desperate neasures. And | believe that
we're at a point -- you know, we agree that
since this docunment is illegitimate,
sonet hi ng needs to be done about it.
Regardl ess of whether it's radical, we need
to do sonething that is as sinple as going
through the process and getting an
amendnent passed and havi ng people vote on
a call for a citizens convention.

But the fact renmins that when
we becane a state in 1818, we had the npst

progressive constitution in the entire
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United States. That's amazing. Al abama
was nunber one when we first becane a
state. Why? Because we lead -- at this
time by our standard, it's not very
progressive, but by the standards of the
time, all white males could vote. You
didn't have to have -- to own property, and
it didn'"t matter who you were. If you
owned property, if you were a free white
mal e, you could vote. Now we've sunk into
a place where we're last place, or we're at
| east fighting for last place with

M ssi ssippi; and that's not the |egacy that
| want to uphold and that | want ny
children to uphold for years to conme. The
only way we can change this is through
publicity as we've been tal king about. And
| feel that if we as individuals went out
like Christ over the disciples and to
evangel i ze, send out two -- you know, and
go throughout different towns, if we becone
the disciples and start going around to

famly tables, to people we know, to
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friends, famly, etc., and said, |ook, here
are the facts about the Constitution, this
is what's wong about it, and let them
becone enlightened as to what's going on
then they will change their attitudes, or
they will become nore active in supporting
constitutional reform And it's going to

t ake people going out to the county fairs,
the small towns, and talk with people who
are interested in naking a little bit of
noney -- in other words, to get their

fam |y bread on the table. W have to go
after those people and |l et them know this
is how this docunment is hurting you. Let's
go out there and find a way to help you and
hel p oursel ves and hel p the peopl e of

Al abama. And with that, | have to say that
we have to sell this idea before we can
determi ne and organi ze or how to organize
the convention. W can't put the cart
before the horse. So let's all go out and
| obby legislators. And it's great that

we've had this talk. It's really been
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action. Thank you.

MR. COPELAND: Thank you.

Fol ks, you shoul d know t hat the
fol ks on the panel, regardl ess of their
diversity, are people who have a lot to
offer on this subject, and they have given
of their tine this evening to listen nore
than they' ve talked. And that's kind of

unusual in a panel situation. But | w sh

that for both our panelists and the nenber
of -- our two professors who are experts
tonight, I wish you would help nme in

t hanki ng them for spending their tine
tonight. Qur thanks, again, to D ana
Willianms with Anerican Court Reporting.
Di ana, thank you so rmuch for being with us
t oni ght .

| would sinmply | eave you with
this, there is a website for the ACCR It
is ww. constitutionalreformcom It's a
good way to stay plugged into this issue.

We'll keep you posted and try to do a
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better job next tinme when we have anot her
one of these to get nore people to fill up
this room Thank you for being here

t oni ght .

(The proceedi ng ended at

7:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMNA)

JEFFERSON COUNTY)

| hereby certify that the above and
foregoi ng proceedi ng was taken down by me
in stenotype, and the proceeding thereto
were transcri bed by neans of conputer -ai ded
transcription, and that the foregoing
represents a true and correct transcript of
the proceedi ng given.

I further certify that | am neither
of counsel nor of kin to the parties to the
action, nor aml in anywi se interested in

the result of said cause.

Diana B. WIIlians, CSR
Freel ance Judicial Reporter

My Conmmi ssion expires
March 14, 2007
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